
Clergy Reflections 
Acts 17:26-31 has been ringing in my ears lately.  It is a part of a sermon that the Apostle Paul gave to the 

people of Athens.  I quote it here in the New King James Version which is how I learned it: 
 

"26..... And He has made from one blood every nation of man to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has 

determined their pre-appointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, 27 so that they should seek the Lord, 

in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 28 for in Him 

we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also His 

offspring.’ 29 Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like 

gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man’s devising. 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God 

overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent, 31 because He has appointed a day on which He 

will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all 

by raising Him from the dead.”   
 

Out of one blood God has made every nation of the earth to dwell.  Paul's sermon is an exhortation to unite 

the many races and ethnicities present in the Areopagus at Athens listening to him give witness to Jesus 

Christ. He calls for a repentance from what we now call racism as well as repentance for the worship of false 

gods and idols. He proclaims the sovereignty of God in Jesus Christ as Lord over all people and all gods. 

Paul calls the people to a new identity as "offspring" of God. Heirs of an eternal kingdom and the promise of 

resurrection and new life.  In other words, we are ALL God's children. All of us. 
 

Two thousand years later we humans are still not fully hearing the Word that Paul declared. It was radical 

then, and apparently is still radical now, to state unequivocally that every person, regardless of nation, race, 

tribe or tongue is the 'offspring of God' and therefore precious in God's sight.  If this is true, and I believe it is 

true, we cannot as followers of Jesus go on without a reckoning of our participation in thought, word and 

deed with racism.  Racism is a sin.  It is not merely a matter of attitude toward people who look different 

than you, it is an attitude combined with power and access.  We do well to consider the ways in which the 

subtle and not-so-subtle ways racism has shaped our personal world view so that we might love all our 

neighbors more dearly.  I have been invited along with other clergy in the Diocese to participate in a 

curriculum called Sacred Ground produced by the Episcopal Church.  I am hoping to bring the curriculum to 

Emmanuel and in this most critical time in our nation's history, I invite you to prayerfully consider 

participating.  If you would like more information go to this website:  https://episcopalchurch.org/sacred-

ground . A Curriculum like this is a tool for the deep work and the hard work of our souls around this issue 

that must happen for the sake and integrity of the Gospel. 
 

Let us go gently into these days. Much pain is being exposed and many wounds laid 

bare.  Let us speak a healing word to one another and perhaps do more deep listening 

than loud talking.  We have an opportunity in these chaotic and dismal days of 

human relations to bring a witness of the kingdom of God that has been opened for all 

people.  Peace to you and yours, Patti+ 
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Emmanuel Parish is Hosting the Farewell Reception for Bishop Hanley 

Sunday, July 19 from 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
It will be a social time for the South Coast Convocation to visit with the Bishop and thank him for his years 

of service in our Diocese.  Rev. Patti would like a few volunteers to help with the treats and coffee.  
Please call the office at 541-269-5829 and let her know if you are willing to help. Thank You! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Junior Warden’s Report 
The big picture issues - roof, furnace, and painting remain under study.  I called the contractors last week and 

they are "still working on it". 

 
The grounds are looking good thanks to the yard boys and their new mower. 
 

Terrye Laird had been working hard on the flower beds.  The results are looking 
good.  I’m looking forward to a pretty nasturtium border as the plants mature. 

 
The irrigation system needs some small repairs, but it's poised to go. 
 

 
The two church signs have been rebuilt & installed.  I used the embossed 
lettering from the old signs, had the new service times redone by a local sign 

painter, and built & painted the new backgrounds.  Doug and Al were a big help 
in installing the new signs. 

 
 

Eric has installed a screen door on the parish house which allows fresh air in the office.  Rev. Patti and Kerri 
are enjoying the fresh air free from flying pests.  
 

Respectfully, Dave Laird, Junior Warden 

 

Special thank you’s to David & Terrye Laird, Doug Laird and Al Rumsch for the many many 

hours and materials you have put into improving the grounds of Emmanuel!   
 

      
 

If you have a truck and are able to volunteer to help clean up the juniper around the church while Al recovers 
from shoulder surgery.  Please call Doug at 541-297-8196. 

   
 Donation of bark mulch is also needed and appreciated.  



Emmanuel Music Ministry  
On June 1 at noon when Emmanuel was tolling bells for people who have died from Covid-19, I sat in my 

cottage in Bandon and began to read a prayer written by an Ecumenical team, which had been posted with 
Bishop Curry's Pentecost message on the Episcopal Church web site. As soon as I began to read the prayer it 
began to set itself to music in my head (every once in a while things like that happen...). I'd like to share it 

with Emmanuel. But we don't have a choir right now! So here is the score and an mp3 of a MIDI realization 
from the score (with the vocal parts played by instruments because I don't like the way my software's 

"human" voices sound). Here is the text of the prayer:  
 

   A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among the People of God 

   God of all power and love,  

   we give thanks for your unfailing presence 
   and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 

   Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
   Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 

   a people who pray, worship, learn, 
   break bread, share life, heal neighbors, 

   bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 

   Wherever and however we gather, 
   unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, 

   that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, 

   through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

May the Lord bless you and keep you, Kate Moody 

www.katemusic.com; mobile (503)701-1951 
 

 

Summer Reading Reviews 
The Soul of an Octopus (A Surprising Exploration unto the Wonder of Consciousness) by 

Sy Montgomery (non-fiction) 
 

Sy Montgomery, a writer and naturalist, befriends several Octopuses at the New England 
Aquarium in Boston.  She experiences and describes how they are playful, intelligent, 

funny, graceful and curious.  They show an incredible memory.  They are not at all like the 
“monster” that some have labeled the octopus.   Montgomery asks, “What is it like to be 

an octopus?  Is it anything like being a human?  Is it even possible to know?”   
 

The reader learns that Octopuses taste with their entire body.  They can recognize individual people quickly 
and they behave differently towards different people.  They like to solve puzzles.  “The idea of octopuses 

with thoughts, feelings and personalities disturb some scientists and philosophers.”  As this book leads the 
reader to enter the world of the octopus, and explores octopuses’ habits, habitats and lives, we learn from 

octopuses and learn to understand them differently.    
  

A Woman of No Importance by Sonia Purnell (historical biography) 
 

Virginia Hall was a Baltimore socialite.  Her story is inspiring with many acts of 
heroism, bravery, perseverance, intelligence, and ingenuity.  She overcame many 
barriers – some personal, some social-political and limitations of being in wartime 

France.  As a spy, she created networks and organized resistance.  Virginia’s 
efforts/actions were a linchpin for the positive outcome prior to and after D-Day. 

(Chosen as the best book of the year by NPR) 
~Submitted by Nancylee Stewart 

 

We want to know what you are reading this summer!   
Please share your book reviews for the August newsletter by submitting to Kerri in the office before July 24. 



Presiding Bishop Michael Curry is offering Habits of Grace, a weekly meditation to help Episcopalians 

cope during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

“As we learn how to adjust our lives given the reality of the coronavirus and the request to do our part to 

slow its spread by practicing physical distancing, I invite you to join me each week to take a moment to 
cultivate a ‘habit of grace.’ A new video meditation will be posted on Mondays.” 

 

— Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 
 

To view the weekly meditations, visit website https://episcopalchurch.org/habits-of-grace . 
 

Meet Your Vestry - Liz Cowden 
I was baptized and confirmed at Saint Michael’s and All Angels Episcopal Church in Portland when I was 
young in the 40’s. The Episcopal Church has always felt like my church home.  Visiting other denominations 
with friends has always been interesting, educational and comfortable to me but with all its changes through 

the years the Episcopal Church is home. 
 

Our family joined the Emmanuel Coos Bay family in 1972 when we moved to North  
Bend.  During our years worshipping at Emmanuel we met many wonderful parishioners, 

and learned from inspired priests helping us grow in Christ. 
 
I served on vestry in the past and am honored to do so again as we strive to be God’s  

hands in this place.  Presently I also work at the food cupboard, assist on altar guild, and  
sing in the choir when singing is allowed. 
 

Blessings, Liz Cowden 

 

                       Psalm 121   
         

 I lift up my eyes to the hills; *  

from where is my help to come?  

My help comes from the LORD, * 

the maker of heaven and earth.  

He will not let your foot be moved * 

and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.  

Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 

shall neither slumber nor sleep;  

The LORD himself watches over you; * 

the LORD is your shade at your right hand,  

So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 

nor the moon by night.  

The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; * 

it is he who shall keep you safe.  

The LORD shall watch over your going out and 

your coming in, * 

from this time forth for evermore.  
 

~Submitted by an anonymous parishioner of Emmanuel to “share the comfort found within reading of Psalm 121”. 
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