
   

     

 

Priest’s Reflections 
Below is an entry from the book by Robert Morrison, “Then Sings My Soul: 150 of the World’s Greatest Hymn 

Stories”, (Thomas Nelson Publishers: Nashville, p.93) 2003.  I share this entry of one of our beloved 

Christmas hymns to remind you that even when life is not going according to plan God is still at work 

bringing forth blessing.  Patti+ 

 
“Silent Night” 

It was Christmas Eve in the Austrian Alps.  At the newly constructed Church of St. Nicholas in Oberndorf, a 

Tyrol village near Salzburg, Father Joseph Mohr prepared for the midnight service.  He was distraught 

because the church organ was broken, ruining the prospects for that evening’s carefully planned music.  But 
Father Joseph was about to learn that our problems are God’s opportunities, that the Lord causes all things 

to work together for good to those who love Him.  It came into Father Joseph’s mind to write a new song, 
one that could be sung organless.  Hastily, he wrote the words, “silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is 
bright….”  Taking the text to his organist, Franz Gruber, he explained the situation and asked Franz to 

compose a simple tune. 
 

That night, December 24, 1818, “Silent Night” was sung for the first time as a duet accompanied by a guitar 
at the aptly named Church of St. Nicholas in Oberndorf.   

 
Shortly afterward, Karl Mauracher came to repair the organ, he heard about the near-disaster on Christmas 
Eve.  Acquiring a copy of the text and tune, he spread it throughout the Alpine region of Austria, referring to 

it as “Tiroler Volkslied.” (Tyrolean folk music) 
 

The Song came to the attention of the Strasser Family, makers of fine chamois-skin gloves. To drum up 
business at various fairs and festivals, the four Strasser children would sing in front of their parent’s booth. 

Like the Von Trapp children a century later, they became popular folk singers throughout the Alps. 
 
When the children – Caroline, Joseph, Andreas, and Amalie—began singing “Tiroler Volkslied” at their 

performances, audiences were charmed.  It seemed perfect for the snow-clad region, and perfect for the 
Christian heart.  “Silent Night” even came to the attention of the king and queen, and the Strasser children 

were asked to give a royal performance, assuring the carol’s fame. 
 

“Silent Night” was first published for congregational singing in 1838 in the German 

hymnbook, Katholisches Gesang.  It was used in America by German speaking 

congregations, and then appeared in its current English form in a book of Sunday school 

songs in 1863. 
 

Were it not for a broken organ, there would never have been a “Silent Night” hymn. 

 

 

2021 Episcopal Church Year Guide Kalendars are now available in the church entryway or the parish 
office. We ask for a $3.00 donation. In addition, there is a large selection of FREE 2021 calendars donated by 

several members of the congregation so stop by and check them out! 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
P. O. Box 1028 
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Christmas Poinsettias 
If you would like to make an offering toward the poinsettias that decorate our church at Christmas time in 

memory of or thanksgiving for a loved one, please contact the church office, 
Administrator@episcopalcoosbay.org or 541-269-5829. Your remembrance will be included in the Christmas 

bulletins.  
 

Wreaths behind the altar are given in loving memory of Joseph and Barbara McKeown, by Joe & Xandra 
McKeown and Jeff & Caddy McKeown. 
 

Wreaths hung throughout the sanctuary are given in loving memory of Tim Wall and Amy Wall Eades by 
Sue Wall & Family. 
 

Thank you to Terrye Laird and Loanne Lark for their donation of wreaths hung on the church doors to share 

with our congregation and our community that we are still here during this trying time. 
 
 

 
 

Vestry phone contact with Emmanuel Parish Members 
Vestry members and a few others helped to make calls and connect to each Emmanuel Parish member in 

November.  We wanted folks to know that they were not forgotten and that Emmanuel is alive, doing well, 
and still active.   

 
As well as helping us all to stay connected, we asked people if they had any special prayer needs, wanted 

Rev. Patti to visit, and/or if they had suggestions to improve our video services (YouTube channel named 
“Emmanuel Parish Coos Bay”).   
 

Thank you to all who have returned their pledge cards to Emmanuel, as development of the 2021 church 
budget is now in progress.  To date, we have received 44 pledges totaling in the amount of $151,868.00.  We 

are grateful for all the pledged gifts of our parish and are always glad to receive your 2021 pledges even if you 
have not returned your card yet.  These can be mailed or dropped off at the parish office. 

 
It was great to talk with other members and strengthen connections.  Through this holiday season, let’s all 
continue to reach out to each other and let one another know we are here and in this together! 

 

~Submitted by Nancylee Stewart, Sr. Warden 
 

 

A Christmas Prayer  
Loving Father, help us to remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song of the angels, the 
gladness of the shepherds, and the worship of the wise men.  

Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world.  
Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting.  
Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.  

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be Thy children and the Christmas evening bring us to our 
beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

~by Robert Louis Stevenson 
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Christmas Basket Update 
We now have most of the families from the schools and there are 30 families/baskets – we are expecting a 
few more.  Soooo, we are ready for some serious shopping and wrapping.  We’ve set up an area in the 
undercroft, across from the Church office, for wrapping and all the completed baskets.   There are about 10 

baskets with gifts that are ready to be wrapped and there is wrapping paper, tissue paper, bags, bows, ribbon, 
gift tags, tape, scissors, and everything that is needed around the table.  Please call/text or email me if you 

would like to either shop or wrap and I can make sure that you are all set up.  Thank you so much for all 
your help and generosity.  Patti – 541-252-1076, pnichols@gci.net . 

 

December Music Highlights 
Emmanuel Choir members have been gracious and flexible as changing COVID numbers have affected our 
ability to gather. We have rehearsed Taize music (very distanced, with wonderful Singer's Masks!) which we 

will share in the online Advent services on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. 
 

December marks the 250th anniversary of Beethoven's birth, and his music will be featured in the December 
13 prelude and postlude. On December 20 instrumental renditions of songs of Mary will be featured in the 
prelude: "Blessed Be That Maid Marie," an Old English Carol introduced to us last year by Christiann 

Howard, and from the Iona community, "Hymn to Mary," a Terrye Laird discovery. 
 

Your faithful musician, Kate 
 

 

35th Annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner  
The Community Thanksgiving Dinner crew from Emmanuel hope everyone had a peaceful and flavorful 
Thanksgiving dinner.  Emmanuel had a good showing with seven persons on Wednesday to cut and box pies 
(one who was not of the congregation but responded to the Facebook posting).  We developed a system and 

it didn't take long to cut up 31 pies.  Before we put our servers away, we helped Holy Redeemer Catholic 
Church cut up the last of their pies too.  Everyone enjoyed helping and feeling like we made a 

difference.  Our four volunteers on Thanksgiving Day served gravy, boxed up dinners, sacked up meals and 
generally stayed busy.  Without the Coos Food Cupboard and Nancy Layne of the Board, this mission of a 

free meal would never have happened. Thank you Lord for this blessing. 
~Submitted by Terrye Laird   

 

         
 

PHOTOS:  David Rupkalvis, The World Newspaper 
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A Word about AdventWord… 
For the seventh year in a row, #AdventWord will gather prayers via a 

global, online Advent calendar. Virginia Theological Seminary is 
offering meditations and images during this holy season beginning 

Sunday, November 29. Images and meditations can be experienced via 
the #AdventWord website, direct daily emails, as well as on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter, and ASL videos via YouTube. This year, 

meditations will also be available in English, Spanish, and Haitian 
Creole.  For more information, visit www.adventword.org. 

 
 

 

Tell Me Something Good, a new web series from The Episcopal Church 

On each episode of Tell Me Something Good, you can expect to hear the Good News of God's great love 

from the perspective of farmers and mothers, pie-bakers and Sunday School teachers. Sharing the stories of 
how God is showing up in extraordinary and ordinary ways, guests from around The Episcopal Church chat 
with hosts Jerusalem Greer and Marcus Halley, exploring the themes of hope, curiosity, and innovation in 

their ministries and their lives. 
 

New episodes are posted twice monthly.  You can watch them on The Episcopal Church’s website at 
https://episcopalchurch.org/tell-me-something-good?wchannelid=45h3i8huv5 . 

 

 

Book Review 
“Deep Kindness” by Houston Kraft looks at the importance of deep kindness in our lives 

and the lives of others.  The author isn’t looking at being nice and polite.  Instead the 
author looks to empathy, the giving of oneself, and deep caring as well as what gets in the 

way of deep kindness.  Acting with kindness is needed now more than ever. Several types 
of kindness and many examples of how one can put deep kindness into action are shared.   
Deep Kindness requires empathy, perspective-taking, resilience, courage, and forgiveness.  

We are encouraged to make kindness normal. 
 

~Submitted by Nancylee Stewart, Sr. Warden 

Christmas Tree Advent Calendar  
For our families with children looking for a special way to journey through Advent together this year, here 

are some fun ways to create your own Christmas tree wall calendar.  Stop by the office and see what Rev. 
Patti, Terrye Laird and Kerri have been up to using these ideas! 
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**January Newsletter Submissions Deadline is Friday, December 18th** 


