
                                          May 18, 2021 
 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
The latest Covid guidelines issued by the CDC and the State of Oregon have 
raised questions about gathering for worship indoors. The current scientific 
data supports the return to in-person gatherings without face masks indoors 
for those who have been fully vaccinated. The challenge for us is ascertaining 
who is and is not vaccinated. We will not be requiring any kind of proof of 
vaccination. We will require that individuals who are not vaccinated continue to 
wear masks indoors at all times and outdoors when gathering (as opposed to 
walking past one another). 
 
Some of our congregations have already returned to in-person worship, 
requiring masks, because they have freely shared having all been 
vaccinated. These congregations may now gather indoors for worship without 
wearing masks. A plan for visitors will need to be in place as we will not 
require visitors to provide proof that they are vaccinated. 
 
Others of our congregations have decided to wait until everyone is vaccinated 
before returning to in-person worship. As I understand it, these decisions have 
been made prayerfully and in consideration of honoring the cohesion of the 
faith community, therefore seeking to move into the next phase of gathering 
together in unity. 
 
Those congregations who cannot reasonably know the vaccination status of 
their members will need to proceed with pastoral care and sensitivity. Health 
experts are now advising that those who have not been vaccinated are 
vulnerable to infection and should wear masks and practice safe distancing 
until they are vaccinated or the virus is eradicated (a goal that seems 



unlikely). According to CDC research, those who have been vaccinated are 
highly resistant to infection. In addition, they are not vectors for spreading the 
virus. 
 
Masks are strongly recommended around children who are not yet vaccinated. 
This recommendation is to avoid their confusion as to why they are to remain 
masked yet some adults are not. 
 
Singing without masks is permitted indoors and outdoors for fully vaccinated 
individuals. If an unvaccinated person is wishing to sing, they are to wear a 
mask and maintain a safe distance from other unvaccinated individuals. 
 
Returning to offering Holy Eucharist in both kinds is permissible if you have 
confidence that everyone has been vaccinated. If there is any doubt or concern 
about this, please continue to communicate Holy Eucharist under the previous 
guidelines. 
 
We have also received the updated data that the virus is not known to be 
communicated from surfaces. This allows some relaxation of the previous 
sterilization of every surface a person may have touched. Please do continue 
to encourage folks to wash their hands routinely - this is simply good hygiene. 
 
Overall, this is very welcome news. I am eager to begin visiting you in-person. And 
we should also remain agile and adaptable because this virus has taken us on 
many twists and turns. The best way forward and out of this pandemic is for 
everyone to get vaccinated. Please continue to encourage people to get 
vaccinated. It is now easier than ever to schedule an appointment. 
 
Let’s continue doing what we can to keep our communities healthy. 
 
 
Blessings, 
+Diana 
 


