
Clergy Reflections 
I have been ruminating a great deal on a passage of Scripture. John 16:32-33  

"32 Behold, an hour is coming, and has already come, for you to be scattered, each to his own home, and to leave 

Me alone; and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me. 33 These things I have spoken to you, so that in 

Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”   

 

Jesus was speaking of his betrayal and death and their abandonment of him: “for you to be scattered, each to 

his own home...."  In a way, we are all scattered each to his own home but for another reason called COVID-

19.  Still, there is an acknowledgment here of the loneliness the disciples will feel and perhaps their own 

abandonment.  Jesus tells them he is not alone.  The Father is with him. It is that hard truth of his impending 

death and their having to deal with it that is the context for verse 33.  But what a verse it is!  What a stellar 

promise.  Listen to it again: 

"33 These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, 

but take courage; I have overcome the world.”    

 

The reason Jesus has spoken to them is so they will find their peace in HIM.  In the world... you will have 

trouble. That is the plain and simple fact and such trouble comes in many, many forms.  Wouldn't you 

agree?  But our focus should not be on the trouble, it should be on Jesus himself. "...take courage; I have 

overcome the world.”  What a powerful message this is to reflect on and to hold 

onto.  We are not alone in this world. We don't need to muster all the solutions to a 

myriad of very difficult problems ourselves. Jesus is with us and He is the Risen Christ, 

the Victorious Lamb of God.  In Christ is our strength, courage, power and healing 

during these most troubling days.  The Lord gives to all who call upon him the grace to 

live and walk in love instead of fear.  Be kind and gentle with one another and know 

that you are loved by God with an everlasting love.  Patti+ 

 

Rev. Patti invites you to join in and connect with our online worship services through May. 

Message Rev. Patti with birthdays, anniversaries, thanksgivings, and personal prayer requests to be shared 

during our online worship videos.  Please message her by 9:00 AM on the Saturday prior to the Sunday of 

service you wish to participate in by email or text:  rev.patti.hale@gmail.com or (541) 654-3758. 

  

All of the online worship services to date and upcoming are available for you to watch at: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9rtAd3nGaZ-Xpa38796ctA 

  

The Lectionary Page website provides links to the lessons for upcoming Sundays and major Holy Days from 

the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) for those who would like to follow the lessons for the upcoming 

weeks.  Visit: http://www.lectionarypage.net/. 
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May Music 
Dear Friends,  

There is not much to announce about music in May. I do love working with Rev. 
Patti selecting music for our YouTube services, and I hope you are enjoying singing 
along at home! Please send any *requests* to me at coco@katemusic.com. 

 
Recently I was walking in the neighborhood, enjoying the fragrance of spring flowers on the fresh air, and I 

thought of “Annie’s Song,” by John Denver. The story goes that John wrote it while he was on a ski lift in 
the Rocky Mountains. It is a song for his wife, Annie, but it is easy to hear John’s underlying reverence for 

all of life - a love letter to the beauty of God’s creation. I have posted a piano arrangement of it on the top of 
the listen page at my web site, and here’s a link: https://katemusic.com/listen.  Just click on the arrow and 
the music player will do the rest! 

 

Wishing you a month of beauty and peace, Kate 

 

 

Prayers of Gratitude 

Thank you, heavenly Father 
    for the life of your son 
    Jesus Christ. 
Thank you, Jesus, 
    for your example and 
    sacrifice that 
    we might know God's love     
    and redeeming grace. 
Thank you, Holy Spirit, 
    as you help us 
        to grow daily closer 
        to you, 
        and to abide 
        through faith 
        in the loving grace 
        of the Holy Trinity, 
        one God, 
        now and forever. 
Amen 

~Submitted by Elizabeth Roman 

 
 

The Diocese of Oregon  
From now through June 15 the Episcopal Diocese of Oregon is happy to assist churches through this time of 
uncertainty and dispersed community by processing online donations for congregations. 

  
You can use their simple and secure Online Giving Form to make a credit or debit card donation or to 
submit your pledge to Emmanuel. 

  
The Episcopal Diocese of Oregon is paying the processing fees, so the amount you donate to the church of 

your choice is the amount the church will receive. 
  

Make a donation today.  https://www.diocese-oregon.org/resources/congregational-
resources/congregational-online-
giving/?fbclid=IwAR02yeXRBqjSjjCTW8jCxeRF4CWVCBLtYMF3RtWm-b_eZ3rJvYgyHl9DMQ0 
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Junior Warden Report  

The church lives even in this new normal of the Covid-19 crises we are experiencing!  People are still helping 

others – with proper social distancing of course – and taking care of Emmanuel. 

 

You might have noticed a recent change to the east side of the church.  A work team led by the yard boys, 

Doug Laird and Al Rumsch, successfully removed a large tree that was threatening the building because of 

its size and proximity.  For reasons of safety, the vestry approved removing the tree. 

 

The tree removal team consisted of Doug & Al plus Dave Laird, with the help of Gene Svatos, who loaned 

us his trailer, and the excellent supervision of John Schrunk.  John is a retired Weyerhaeuser tree-faller and 

made sure we cut on the tree so it would fall safely and in the right location.  He also directed us where to 

locate the winch line from my truck to put pressure on the tree to make extra sure it fell in the right place. 

 

All the pieces came together and in a well-coordinated effort the tree was brought down. 

Then the real work began!  3 days later the wood was cut up into firewood, carried off to a parishioner’s 

home, and all the debris carted to the dump. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Other good things have been happening to the physical side of the church.  The “Yard Boys” have stayed 

busy keeping the lawn trimmed, the trees pruned, and the flower beds clean and spruced up!   

 

We are scheduled to get the gutters cleaned and repaired, new LED lighting has been installed in the parish 

office and Patti’s office and Eric continues to work on improving the lighting in the main church. 

 

Our furnace system is being repaired and evaluated.  And I am waiting to hear about a bid to clean moss 

from the church roof as well as an evaluation of when we might need to consider replacing the more than 20-

year-old roof.  

 

In closing, things are going well for the church and grounds.  I am grateful for all those who show their love 

of God and Emmanuel by taking care of our church!   

 

Respectfully, Dave Laird - Junior (and glad of it) Warden 

 



Grounds Work Volunteers 
Even as Emmanuel Episcopal Church sits quiet and empty, expectantly awaiting the return of its 

parishioners, its grounds continue to receive attention.  Al and Doug always need help with little projects to 
continue the improvements around Emmanuel.  If you would like to volunteer your time, please contact Al 
Rumsch at oscar@jeffnet.org or 541-294-5989. 

 

               
 

Emmanuel Preschool Update  
Following a robust conversation, in a virtual meeting, our Vestry has made the determination that it is 

appropriate for Emmanuel Episcopal Preschool to remain closed for the remainder of this school year. An 
unforeseen consequence of the closure is the obligation of the parish to make unemployment compensation 

payments for eligible preschool staff. This is because, due the preschool's status as a church related business, 
its employees are not covered by state unemployment insurance. At this time, the finance committee and 
Reverend Patti are researching possible funding sources to meet this obligation. Criteria for the reopening of 

the preschool for the next school year or perhaps sooner, are currently in development. 
 

Coos Food Cupboard 

 

 

 
The Food Cupboard is providing food 

assistance to an increasing number of 

families and individuals as the closures 

related to COVID-19 continue to have a 

financial impact on many in our 

community. They are asking for 

monetary donations, which allow them 

to have greater purchasing power by 

buying in bulk through the South Coast 

Food Share. 

 

If you would like to make a donation, 

please make the check out to Coos Food 

Cupboard and mail to P.O. Box 1028, 

Coos Bay, OR 97420. Thank you for 

your support! 
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