
Proposal for Re-opening Emmanuel Parish for services 

Whereas Coos County has been approved for Phase I reopening according to the 
Governor’s guidelines; 
and  
Whereas Bishop Michael Hanley, the Bishop of Oregon, has granted permission for 
congregations in the Diocese of Oregon to compose a plan for reopening churches 
that adheres to his published guidelines which were developed in accord with the 
Governor’s guidelines; 
and 
Whereas the majority of Emmanuel Parishioners are in a high-risk age category 
for the COVID-19 virus; 
We resolve that the Priest-in-Charge and the Vestry agree to strict observance of 
the following arrangements for reopening Emmanuel Parish, Coos Bay for public 
worship on Sunday June 14, 2020: 
 
A Service of Holy Communion with the following conditions: 

 Entrance to the sanctuary shall only be through the red Undercroft doors. 
Exit from the sanctuary shall only be through the Highland Ave doors.  
Exit from the Undercroft from coffee hour shall only be though the 
playground doors so as to avoid contact with those arriving for the next 
service.  All doors shall be clearly marked. 
Participants shall be limited to only 25 per service. Pre-Registration for each 
service is required with the Parish Office to ensure only 25. 

 Ushers will have the list of PreRegistered participants and lock the doors 
after the final, participant arrives. 

 Ushers may only be individuals not in the high risk category for the virus. 

 All Participants must wear masks while in the building. A mask will be 
provided at the door for those who do not bring their own.  

 Ushers shall wear a mask and gloves to distribute masks and bulletins and 
greet worshipers. 

 The pews have been marked with blue painters tape to indicate where 
individuals may be seated which measures at least 6 feet distance from any 
other Participant with the limit of 25 (which includes worship leaders). 

 No hymnals or Prayer Books will be used. (They will be removed from the 
sanctuary and stored.) The Order of worship will be printed in a booklet 
that can be taken home and/or recycled upon the conclusion of the service. 

 Instrumental music only will be provided throughout the service. 



 There shall only be a visual and verbal passing of the peace. 

 The Offering shall not be collected by Ushers. Rather, participants may 
deposit it in the wooden Church on the way in or out of the sanctuary. 

 Eucharist shall be celebrated in one kind. (host only) 

 The priest shall sanitize her hands before the service and again before the 
Eucharist, and again after the Eucharist. 

 Eucharist shall be distributed at a station with the priest at the head of the 
main aisle and host is received in the hand.  Participants shall return to 
their seat by the side aisle.  Those needing the Host brought to them will be 
able to remain seated and have it brought to them. 

 Emmanuel will continue to video steam worship for those who choose not 
to attend in person. 

 To accommodate the congregation there shall be three services per week:  
Saturday @ 5:00pm (Rite II), Sunday @8:00am (Rite I) & 10:00am (Rite II).  
Pre-Registration for each service is required with the Parish Office to ensure 
only 25. 

 Coffee Hour following worship is allowed with 6ft social distancing and 
masks.  

 Only pre-packaged food items may be served at coffee hour.   

 All cups, plates and napkins must be disposable and disposed of at the 
conclusion of Coffee Hour. 

 The parish hall tables and kitchen must be sanitized after each coffee hour 
for use by the next service participants. 

 Bathrooms must be sanitized between use. 

 These conditions for reopening and regathering shall be posted and widely 

communicated to the parish. 

 


