
COOS FOOD CUPBOARD 
2020 has been a very rewarding, yet challenging, year for the Coos Food Cupboard. Due to 

the onset of COVID-19 pandemic, the Cupboard has adapted new guidelines and operating 
practices.   

 We felt we could not maintain appropriate social distancing standards in our small 
facility so the shopping model was put on hold and volunteers once again fill baskets 

for the clients based on their food preferences, when possible. 

 Clients no longer enter our facility, but rather we serve them at the door. We 

discontinued using our pop-up shelter since it was difficult to maintain social 
distancing under it.  Instead, we offer our clients donated ponchos during inclement 
weather. 

 Our clientele has changed.  Many of our clients who we would see on a regular basis 

in previous years did not rely heavily on us during COVID due to their extra 

government assistance. We have had a significant increase in the number of new 
clients who are recently unemployed or otherwise impacted due to the pandemic 

shutdowns.  The needs of these clients are great.  Additionally, our homeless, 
‘camper’, clients have less resources available and are visiting more frequently. 

 To help limit the frequency our clients need to seek assistance to reduce COVID 

exposure, we have increased our standard allocation to each family by 50% each 
visit. 

 Food availability has been problematic at times.  For this reason, the Cupboard 
purchased food from local vendors far more than in past years so we could 

continuously offer substantial allocations.  Generous donations made this possible. 

 We served 4,658 client visits providing food for 13,877 individuals. 

 This year, we also expanded our holiday food opportunities for our clients: 
o South Coast Food Share provided the makings of turkey dinners for our 

clients at Thanksgiving. 
o We received more turkey dinner groceries right before Christmas through 

Safeway’s Turkey Bucks and Santa Bucks programs. 

o Nancy Layne received generous donations from the Wild Rivers Foundation 
and others to hold a drive-through Thanksgiving event serving 550 

community members as well as Coos Food Cupboard clients.  Local church 
volunteers helped Nancy prepare and distribute the packaged meals. 

o Wild Rivers Foundation and others also provided donated funds for Holiday 
Food Baskets at Christmas time.  Volunteers from Emmanuel Episcopal 
Church worked with Nancy Layne to provide baskets to 31 of the church’s 

Christmas Families and to 99 others including Coos Food Cupboard clients.   

o The Cupboard also wanted to provide holiday meals for our ‘camper’ clients.  

Thirty Mean Street gift certificates were purchased for these clients so that 
they too could enjoy a hot holiday meal. 

The Cupboard wants to thank everyone who has so generously supported our operation 

during this challenging year with monetary and in-kind donations.  These contributions 
have allowed us to better support our clients during this pandemic.  Thank you. 

~Submitted by Brian Sullivan and Diana Schab, Coos Food Cupboard Board Members 


