
 

Priest’s Musings 
Doug and I recently watched a lecture series on Prime Video on the "Black Death". It was a series of 24 
lectures given by a medieval historian from Purdue University.  Even after all the reading I did when I was 

doing work for my Doctor of Ministry which focused on the 13th century, I was amazed at how little I knew 
about the "Great Pestilence", which is how it was referred to by medieval people.  One of the most interesting 

learnings was how varied people's responses were to the horror happening around them. Terrified people 
disowned their own family members who became sick with plague. People made up all kinds of 'cures' which 

they thought would protect them. (None of them worked, by the way.) People even resorted to terrible acts of 
persecution and violence, most especially against the Jews who were blamed for the plague in many 
communities. Large populations were rounded up and killed. Some people reacted by partying! They 

embraced hedonism and decadence because they simply gave up hope and thought if they were going to die 
anyway all rules were off.   

 
As a firmly situated resident of the 21st century it would be easy to hear of those years of plague (1448 - 1452) 

and its spotty reappearances in the centuries that followed and think, "well I would never behave so badly".  
And yet....  
 

While the pandemic we are currently experiencing does not have the 80% death rate of the Black Death, it 
has still managed to illicit a whole host of fascinating responses from the heroic to what I would call the 

worst of human behaviors. I thank God for science and all that has been discovered and employed in the way 
of health care through the last 300 years or so. However, we still have not managed to discover how to truly 

love our neighbor as ourselves.   
 
As this season of pandemic continues to affect all our lives, let us remember that everyone 

you meet is under stress.  This is a time to be generous and gentle with one another. It is a 
time to cleave to the hope of Christ remembering the great promise that is our name: 

Emmanuel.  God IS with us in all of it, bidding us to love our neighbors as ourselves and 
to demonstrate another way in the midst of chaos, a way of peace and mercy, instead of 

anger, anxiety, frustration, and fear.  By God's grace we shall overcome these days. We are 
a people of resurrection and hope who look at the world with Easter in our eyes.   
 

Be well and at peace, Patti+ 
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Walkabout and Electing Convention  
Due to the continued threat of COVID-19, and out of an abundance of concern for the health of our 

Candidates and the entirety of the diocese, the Standing Committee has directed the Transition Committee to 
create both Walkabout and Electing Convention plans that abide by distancing guidelines, including limiting 

number of individuals gathering in one place. That has been done and the plans have been approved by both 
the Standing Committee and the Board of Trustees. 

 

Walkabout – August 9–15 
Candidates will appear in five “Q & A” sessions in different venues throughout the diocese. Each of these 

sessions will be live–streamed as well as available for later viewing. In-person attendance at Walkabout 
events will be limited to no more than 10 people for indoor events and 20 people for outdoor events. 

Simultaneous Spanish translation will be offered for one session. The current Walkabout schedule is 
attached. In addition to these “Q & A” sessions, each candidate will be interviewed at length regarding 
emerging topics in our church and world. These interviews will be available for later viewing. Finally, the 

candidates will visit a number of churches in various locations in the diocese for informal “Conversations” 
with local leadership. 

 
Questions for the Walkabout events are being drawn from the pool of questions submitted by the people of 

the Diocese of Oregon. 
 

Electing Convention – August 29 
Our Electing Convention will be remote. We will gather simultaneously throughout the diocese on an 
electronic platform to worship, invoke the leading of the Holy Spirit, and vote for our next bishop. Elections 

will occur electronically and will be securely communicated to the ‘head table’ which will, in turn, inform the 
candidates and then the delegates and clergy of the results of the ballot. We will ballot in this manner until 
our next bishop is elected.  

 
At the successful conclusion of voting, we hope to be greeted by the newly elected bishop electronically. 

All delegations must be registered and certified by the diocesan office three days prior to the Electing 
Convention (by 5pm on Tuesday, August 25). 

 
All delegates and voting clergy must be able to connect with the convention on an individual device. 
Voting delegates, alternates, and clergy will receive further instructions, including secure login information 

for Electing Convention, by email as the dates of these events draws near.  

 

Stay informed – https://www.oregonbishopsearch.org/ 
 

       
 

From left to right: The Rev. Dr. Diana Akiyama, M.Div., Ph.D, The Reverend Mary Caucutt, D. Min., The 
Reverend Andrew T. O’Connor, The Rev. Canon Tanya R. Wallace 

https://www.oregonbishopsearch.org/


Bishop’s Farewell Reception on Sunday, July 19 at Emmanuel 
 

        
 

Special thank you to Loanne Lark for her beautiful artistry in decorating Emmanuel for the reception!  Thank 

you to The Cribbins and Amy Linder for providing and setting up canopy tents, Patti Nichols for the 
donation of flowers, Eric Flaherty for always being there to help with whatever is needed and many thanks to 

Nancylee Stewart, Doug Hale and Liz Cowden who helped set up and clean up.  Black Market Gourmet 
catered delicious food and a lovely time was had by the Bishop and all who were able to attend.   
 

If you would like to contribute to the “Bishop’s Purse”, please have your donation into the parish office by 
August 29, 2020.  Thank you. 

 
Summer Reading Reviews 

 
The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander (non-fiction) 

10th Anniversary edition (has recent preface by author) 
 

With themes of justice and equality being in our nightly news, this book, although written in 
2010, is very relevant.  This book has been used widely by faith groups, activists, educators; it 

was on the list of books recommended by our Diocese.  It was has won many prizes and 
spent over 200 weeks on the NY Times bestseller list. 
 

Michelle Alexander argues that “we have not ended racial caste in America; we have merely redesigned it.”  
“In fact, our (prison system” is primarily concerned with the perpetual control and marginalization of the 

disposed.”  She shows how our system of mass incarceration multiplies, rather than remedies, the harm of 
violent crime.  Prions become a gateway to a larger system of racial stigmatization and permanent 

marginalization.  “Once released from prison, the former prisoners enter a hidden underworld of legalized 
discrimination and permanent social exclusion; branded as criminals, the right to vote; employment; 
housing; public benefits may be denied.  Alexander states, “If we want to reduce violence in our 

communities, we need to hold people accountable in ways that aim to repair and prevent harm, rather than 
simply inflicting more harm and trauma and calling it justice.” 

~Submitted by Nancylee Stewart 
 

Books by Jane Kirkpatrick:  

Jane Kirkpatrick is an Oregon writer who has written many inspirational 
fiction and non-fiction books, including 17 historical novels. Many of her titles are 
based on the lives of real people or incidents set authentically in the American 

West.  "I am a Christian, but I'm hopeful that anyone can read these and find 
inspiration," Kirkpatrick says about her books.                                   

~Submitted by Liz Cowden 
 

We want to know what you are reading this summer!   

Please share your book reviews for the September newsletter by submitting to Kerri in the office before 
August 21, 2020. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inspirational_fiction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inspirational_fiction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-fiction


Junior Warden’s Report 
 

Rev. Patti’s news about upgrading our technology infrastructure was good news for our 
congregation.  Having the ability to livestream our services increases our outreach to the 
community greatly.  It also allows our congregation a more personal connection to the 

service.  Thank you, Patti! 
 

The “lawn boys”, Doug & Al, have been working hard the past month keeping our 
grounds looking handsome and alive.  I know we all appreciate their effort and skill 

keeping our yard a landmark in our community.    
 

Two of the big projects facing the church building are the roof and the painting.  Both the 

roof and the paint job are over 25 years old.  Unfortunately, they are both showing their 
age.  Our Sexton, Eric, and I, are soliciting bids for both jobs.  Once we receive bids from 

2 or 3 companies, I’ll bring those to the vestry for development of an action plan. 
 

Our gutters have gardens growing in several places as well has downspouts that need 
repairs.  The vestry approved having them cleaned & repaired.  That work will begin 
Wednesday, July 29, by O’Neil’s Gutters.  That will be helpful in keeping our building 

safe and dry. 
 

You might remember the project to improve our Fire Safe room to keep our important legal and historical 
documents dry and safe.  That improvement and organization came in handy the other day.  The church has 

been working on a grant application that needed some historical data.  Previously all those records were 
randomly filed and stacked and collecting mildew.  Now they are organized, mildew free and easy to access. 
 

Our church playground built for the preschool continues to be used by children and their families.  It’s a 
special place in my heart to know that we have created something that appeals to the spirt of fun and adds 

excitement to the lives of children in these troubled COVID-19 times.   
 

In closing, if you should know of roofing or painting contractors you trust, please 
don’t hesitate to let me know.  I have been surprised at the difficulty of finding local 
folks interested in our jobs.   

 

Respectfully, Dave Laird 
 

Coos Food Cupboard - Donations of toilet paper are appreciated!  
SNAP benefits do not cover the cost of essential, non-food items such as toilet paper so the Coos Food 

Cupboard is asking for donations of toilet paper this month. 
 
The Coos Food Cupboard continues to provide food assistance to an increasing number of families and 

individuals as the ongoing economic impact related to COVID-19 affect many in our community. They are 
asking for monetary donations, which allow them to have greater purchasing power by buying in bulk 

through the South Coast Food Share. 
 

If you would like to make a donation, please make the check out to Coos Food Cupboard and mail to P.O. 
Box 1028, Coos Bay, OR 97420 or you can drop off in the parish office. Thank you for your support! 
 

 

https://craigmotor.wordpress.com/2014/08/15/a-fresh-coat-of-paint/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


     

    Meet Your Vestry – Nancylee Stewart, Senior Warden 
 

    I enjoy actively helping at Emmanuel.  I previously served on the Vestry for four 

    years, was the Preschool Board Chair for several years, served as a delegate for 
    convention/convocation for several years and helped with Godly Play with the 

    Preschool children.  This year, I am serving a one-year term, and was   
    surprisingly elected to be Senior Warden.  

  
 

I grew up attending Episcopal Sunday school and a Southern Baptist church service.  Later my family 
attended a Presbyterian church.  I always went back to the Episcopal church whenever possible, as it has 

always felt like “home.”  I always have a sense of my great-grandmother, my grandmother, mother, and 
myself all being in Episcopal services.  

 
Before moving to Oregon in 1985, I was active in St. Mark’s Episcopal church – was on the Vestry for three 

years, led their Sunday School program and started a “movement choir” by bringing liturgical dance into the 
church on a monthly basis. 
 

I am (mostly) retired at this time, and spend my “free” time reading, travelling, kayaking, fishing, and doing 
crafts.  My three cats (and my daughter’s two cats) fill our house.  Now that my husband has retired also, we 

are able to spend more time together doing things we enjoy including helping with the two grandchildren. 
 

I am thankful for the many blessings Emmanuel brings into my life and the lives of others. 
 

 

 
 

 

Meet Your Vestry - Terrye Laird, Clerk 
 

My mom and dad married shortly after WWII.  My dad, George Miles Henderson, had been in the Army 
Signal Corp and met my mom when he was in Australia.  After a 21 day voyage at sea, mom docked at San 

Francisco and met up with my dad.   Mom, Bonnie Mavis O'Rourke, was Catholic but had left the church 
and so the decision was made to marry in the Episcopal Church.   

 
Because of a friendship my parents had with Rev. Harvey Schmidt when they moved to Lebanon the family 
joined the Presbyterian church.  All four of the Henderson kids went to school in Lebanon and while not a 

particularly significant fact it had great bearing as my dad was Assistant Superintendent and then 
Superintendent of the Lebanon School district and retired there after 28 years.   

  
I graduated from OSU with a degree in General Science, married a nice guy,  

David, who went to OCE and then got my Associated Degree in Nursing from  
Portland Community College while we lived in Portland.  (I guess I was the rebel  
as the other kids were all teachers but I did marry a teacher).  The Laird family  

were strong Episcopalians and once we moved to Coos Bay my mother in law  
was very influential in my attending Emmanuel.   

 
David and I married at St. Martin Episcopal Church in Lebanon. Both our boys  

were baptized in the Episcopal Church and attended Sunday school in Coos Bay.   
 
David and I have spent 40 of our 49 married years here in Coos Bay. 
 



How love shows us the way during difficult times, according to Bishop Curry 
Bishop Michael Curry asks "what would love do" in a world upended by racial 

protests and the coronavirus. 
  
A few weeks ago when so many things were happening, both in our country and in 

our wider world, I was on a Zoom call with a member of our staff working on 
videos and interviews and it was so much and so chaotic, I remember just saying, 

"Let's just stop, and pray." 
 

And the prayer I prayed was a prayer from The Book of Common Prayer. It's toward the end of the prayer 

book on page 832 called “For Quiet Confidence.” This prayer is based on a time in the life of the prophet 
Isaiah, when the people of Judah and Jerusalem were living in a time when their country was in turmoil and 
things were uncertain and chaos seemed to be ruling. 
 

The prophet Isaiah said, "You must remember that it is in returning and rest, that you will be saved; in 
quietness and confidence, you will find your strength." And this is the prayer we prayed and I offer it for all 

of us. Let us pray: 
 

“Oh, God of peace, who has taught us that in returning and in rest, we shall be saved; in quietness and in 

confidence shall be our strength. By the might of thy Spirit, lift us, we pray thee to thy presence, where we 

may be still and know that thou art God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.” 
 

God love you and keep the faith, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 
 
 

 

 

Pierce Davidson Birthday - August 3 

Amanda Sullivan Birthday - August 3 

Sue Wall Birthday - August 9 

Rev’s Patti & Doug Hale 30th Wedding Anniversary - August 11 

Kate Moody Birthday - August 17 

Nancylee Stewart Birthday - August 17 

Andy & Lynn Nasburg 63rd Wedding Anniversary - August 18 

Chuch & Diana Wall 50th Wedding Anniversary - August 22 

Rev. Patti Hale Birthday - August 23 

Xandra McKeown Birthday - August 29 

 

Please email Kerri in the office at Administrator@episcopalcoosbay.org to have your birthday and/or 

anniversary included in the church announcements and prayers. 

mailto:Administrator@episcopalcoosbay.org

